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Reading an unseen passage

Comprehension

27
QUESTIONS

25
MINUTES

3
EXERCISES

This belongs to Date

WHAT YOU’LL GET GOOD AT

•  Answers a directly stated question quickly and moves on

•  Answers an inference question with evidence attached

•  Works out a word's meaning from the sentence around it

Take your time, and have a go at every one. If you get stuck, look at the orange box — Ollie has already 
done one for you.
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Reading an unseen passage
Comprehension · 27 questions · tick each box as you finish

Exercise 1 of 3 · 10 questions Read the passage, then answer. PASSAGE: The old clock in 
the hall had not worked for years. Nobody in the family could 
quite remember when it had stopped, though everyone 
agreed it had been before the move. Ravi's grandmother 
still wound it every Sunday morning, turning the small brass 
key exactly seven times. When Ravi asked her why, since 
the hands never moved, she said that some things are 
worth keeping in the habit of caring for. He did not entirely 
understand her then. He wound it himself every Sunday after 
she was gone.

WRITE  THE  ANSWER

HERE’S  ONE  DONE  FOR  YOU

How often did she wind it? -> every Sunday morning. Stated directly in the third sentence, so this should take seconds. 
The third question is the interesting one - the honest answer is that nobody knows exactly, and writing that is better 
than inventing a date the passage does not give.

1) How often did the grandmother wind the clock? 2) How many times did she turn the key?

3) When had the clock stopped working? 4) What did Ravi do after his grandmother was 
gone?

5) Where in the house was the clock kept? 6) On which day of the week did she wind it?

7) What did Ravi's grandmother use to wind the 
clock?

8) For how long had the clock not worked?

9) What reason did the family give for the clock 
stopping?

10) What did Ravi not entirely understand at the 
time?
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Exercise 2 of 3 · 8 questions None of these are stated. Answer, and give your evidence.
WRITE  THE  ANSWER

HERE’S  ONE  DONE  FOR  YOU

Did Ravi understand at the time? -> No - the passage says 'not entirely... then', and 'then' implies he does now. The 
single word 'then' is doing all the work. Inference questions usually turn on one specific word, so the useful instruction 
to a child is: find the word that made you think it, and quote it.

1) Did Ravi understand his grandmother's answer 
at the time?

2) What does the last sentence suggest about the 
grandmother?

3) Why might the family have kept a clock that does 
not work?

4) How does Ravi feel about his grandmother now?

5) Why does the writer mention that she turned the 
key exactly seven times?

6) What does the clock stand for in this passage, 
beyond being a clock?

7) Does Ravi wind the clock for the same reason 
his grandmother did? Explain.

8) What kind of person does the grandmother 
seem to have been?

Exercise 3 of 3 · 9 questions What does each phrase mean here? Use the passage to work 
it out.

WRITE  THE  ANSWER

HERE’S  ONE  DONE  FOR  YOU

'wound it' -> turned the key to make the mechanism work. Your child may know 'wound' only as an injury. The sentence 
says she wound it by turning a key, so this must be a different word with a different meaning. Working that out from the 
sentence is the skill - looking it up is not.

1) wound it 2) before the move

3) in the habit of caring for 4) the hall

5) exactly 6) nobody could remember

7) entirely 8) after she was gone

9) kept
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All done? How did that feel?
Colour in a star. Three stars means you could teach it to someone else.

Tricky   ·   Getting there   ·   Easy now
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Answer key
For grown-ups

Reading an unseen passage · keep this page back until your child has finished.

1. Read the passage, then answer. PASSAGE: The old clock in the hall had not worked for years. Nobody in 
the family could quite remember when it had stopped, though everyone agreed it had been before the move. 
Ravi's grandmother still wound it every Sunday morning, turning the small brass key exactly seven times. 
When Ravi asked her why, since the hands never moved, she said that some things are worth keeping in the 
habit of caring for. He did not entirely understand her then. He wound it himself every Sunday after she was 
gone.

1)  She wound it every Sunday morning.

2)  She turned it exactly seven times.

3)  Nobody could remember exactly, but everyone agreed it was before the move.

4)  He wound the clock himself every Sunday.

5)  It was in the hall.

6)  On Sunday morning.

7)  A key, which she turned seven times.

8)  Long enough that nobody could remember exactly when it stopped.

9)  That it had stopped before the family moved house.

10)  Her answer about why she kept winding a clock that no longer worked.

2. None of these are stated. Answer, and give your evidence.

1)  No. The passage says he did not entirely understand her then, and the word 'then' suggests he does now.

2)  That she has died, since it says Ravi wound it 'after she was gone' and speaks of her in the past.

3)  Because it mattered to them for reasons other than telling the time - it had been in the family and the grandmother 
cared for it.

4)  He values what she taught him, because he now continues the same habit himself without being asked.

5)  It shows how careful and regular she was - the number matters to her even though the clock does not run.

6)  It stands for the family's memory and for the habit of caring for something, which outlast whether it works.

7)  Answers will differ. She wound it out of long habit and attachment; he winds it to keep her memory and her habit 
alive.

8)  Patient and steady - she kept up a small act of care for years without needing a practical reason for it.
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3. What does each phrase mean here? Use the passage to work it out.

1)  Turned the key to make the clock's mechanism work.

2)  Before the family shifted to a different house.

3)  Continuing to look after something regularly, even without an obvious reason.

4)  The main open space or passage inside the house.

5)  Precisely that number, no more and no fewer.

6)  So long ago that the memory of it had faded for everyone.

7)  Completely or fully.

8)  After she had died.

9)  Held on to and looked after, rather than thrown away.

WHILE YOUR CHILD WORKS

•  For inference, ask 'which word made you think that?' and have them quote it. Almost every inference question turns 
on one specific word.

•  'Nobody knows exactly' is sometimes the correct answer. Children invent a detail rather than write that, and lose 
the mark for it.

•  Do not let them look up the vocabulary. Working it out from context is the whole exercise.

Spotted a gap while marking?
A free assessment is one live class with a matched teacher - no card, nothing to cancel. Afterwards you get 
an honest note on what they noticed.

Book a free assessment - scholur.com/contact
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