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Equality, media and markets

- e

Civics

24 25 3

QUESTIONS MINUTES EXERCISES

This belongs to Date

WHAT YOU'LL GET GOOD AT

» Explains equality as it works in practice rather than as a definition
» Gives a concrete example for every general statement

» Explains how the media shapes what people think about

 Traces goods through a chain of markets from producer to buyer

Take your time, and have a go at every one. If you get stuck, look at the orange box — Ollie has already
done one for you.
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Equality, media and markets

Civics - 24 questions - tick each box as you finish

Exercise 1 of 3 -8 questions Explain in one or two sentences, with an example.
WRITE THE ANSWER

HERE'S ONE DONE FOR YOU
Universal adult franchise - every adult citizen has one vote regardless of wealth, caste, religion, gender or education,
so a landless labourer's vote counts exactly as much as a landlord's. The definition alone would be half the answer.
The example is what shows the examiner that the idea has been understood rather than copied.

1) Universal adult franchise 2) Why the Constitution had to state that
untouchability is abolished

3) The midday meal scheme 4) Why equality before the law is not the same as
equality in daily life

5) Reservation in education and government jobs 6) Why the right to vote is given to every adult
regardless of wealth or education

7) The role of a public health centre in a village 8) Why a government school matters even where
private schools exist
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Exercise 2 of 3 - 8 questions Answer in two or three sentences.
WRITE THE ANSWER

HERE’S ONE DONE FOR YOU

'Setting the agenda' means the media decides which stories get attention, and so shapes what people think about -
not what they think, but what they think about. A story never reported cannot be discussed. That distinction is the whole
chapter, and a child who can state it in one sentence has the topic.

1) What does it mean to say the media 'sets the 2) Why does it matter who owns a newspaper or a
agenda'? television channel?

3) Why do most news channels carry 4) Give one reason a story that matters to many
advertisements? people may still not be reported.

5) What is meant by an independent media, and 6) How can the same event be reported very
why is independence hard to maintain? differently by two channels?

7) Why should a reader check more than one 8) What responsibility does a reader have when
source before believing a report? forwarding news on a phone?

Exercise 3 of 3 - 8 questions Answer in two or three sentences.
WRITE THE ANSWER

HERE'S ONE DONE FOR YOU

The weekly market: no fixed costs and many sellers competing on the same goods, against a mall that has to cover
a building, electricity and staff. Both halves are needed - costs and competition. An answer that says only 'the mall is
expensive' has repeated the question rather than answered it.

1) Why are goods usually cheaper in a weekly 2) Trace a shirt from the factory to the person who
market than in a shopping mall? buys it.

3) Why does a shop in your neighbourhood survive 4) Who gets the smallest share of what you pay for
even though a big store nearby sells the same a shirt, and why?
things?

5) Why do some traders buy directly from farmers 6) What is a wholesale market, and why does it
rather than through a market? exist?

7) Why can a shopping mall charge more than a 8) How does a shop that gives credit help a regular
weekly market for the same goods? customer?
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e )
All done? How did that feel?

Colour in a star. Three stars means you could teach it to someone else.

ﬁ? ﬁ? ﬁ? Tricky - Getting there - Easy now

(c%)
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For grown-ups
W

Equality, media and markets - keep this page back until your child has finished.

1. Explain in one or two sentences, with an example.
1) Every adult citizen has one vote, regardless of wealth, caste, religion, gender or education - so a landless labourer's
vote counts exactly as much as a landlord's.

2) Because a legal right on paper does not by itself end a practice that had gone on for centuries. Stating it in the
Constitution made it enforceable rather than merely disapproved of.

3) Cooked meals provided in government schools, which improved both attendance and nutrition. It also had a second
effect that mattered: children of all castes eating together in the same place.

4) Because the law can treat two people identically while their circumstances do not. A child who has to work after
school and one who has a tutor both have the same right to education, and not the same chance of using it.

5) Setting aside places for groups kept out of education and government work for generations. It is meant to correct a
disadvantage that formal equality alone would leave in place.

6) Because tying the vote to wealth or education would give power only to those who already have both, and leave
everyone else unable to change anything.

7) It brings basic treatment and medicines within reach of people who cannot travel to a town or pay a private doctor
- which is what makes the right to health real rather than stated.

8) Because a private school is out of reach for many families. Without a government school, the right to education
would exist on paper for children whose parents cannot pay.

2. Answer in two or three sentences.
1) It means the media decides which stories get attention and which do not, and so shapes what the public thinks
about. A story that is never reported cannot be discussed, however important it may be.

2) Because the owner can influence what is reported and how. If a small number of owners control many outlets, the
range of views the public sees narrows even though the number of channels does not.

3) Because the money from advertising is what pays for the channel to run. That also means advertisers have some
influence, since a channel depends on keeping them.

4) Because the people it affects may have little money and so are not the audience advertisers want to reach. A story
about a distant village may be genuinely important and still not be considered worth broadcasting.

5) That it reports without being controlled by government or by its owners' interests. It is hard to maintain because
most media depend on advertising and on official access, and both can be withdrawn.

6) Because each chooses what to include, whom to quote and what to call it. The same protest can be reported as a
demand for rights or as a disruption, simply by those choices.

7) Because a single report may be incomplete, mistaken or slanted. Comparing sources shows which facts they all
agree on and which are one channel's interpretation.

8) To check it before passing it on. Forwarding something false spreads it further and faster than the original, and the
reader becomes part of the problem.
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3. Answer in two or three sentences.

1) Because a weekly market has almost no fixed costs - no permanent building, no electricity bill, no permanent staff
- and many sellers of the same goods compete on price. A mall carries all of those costs, and the price has to cover
them.

2) The factory sells in bulk to a wholesale trader, who sells smaller quantities to shopkeepers, who sell single shirts to
buyers. Each step adds its own cost and profit, which is why the shirt costs several times what the factory received.

3) Because it is close by, opens at convenient hours, gives credit to people it knows, and will sell one or two of
something. Those advantages matter more to a regular customer than a slightly lower price further away.

4) Usually the worker who stitched it. The wholesaler and the shopkeeper each add their share, and the worker is paid
a fixed wage for the work rather than a share of what the shirt eventually sells for.

5) Because buying directly cuts out the middleman, so the trader pays less and the farmer may get more. It also lets
the trader choose the quality he wants.

6) A market where goods are bought in bulk and sold on to shopkeepers rather than to the public. It exists because a
single shop cannot buy directly from every producer.

7) Because it offers air conditioning, parking, fixed quality and the assurance of a brand, and its costs are far higher.
Customers who value those things are willing to pay for them.

8) It lets the customer buy what the family needs before payday and settle later. That depends entirely on the
shopkeeper knowing the family, which is why a local shop can do it and a large store cannot.

WHILE YOUR CHILD WORKS
» Every general statement needs an example. Ask 'can you give me one?' after each answer.

* The media chapter turns on one distinction: the media shapes what people think about, not what they think. Say it
once.

« Civics answers are marked on reasoning, so an answer your child argues differently from the key can be entirely
correct.

Spotted a gap while marking?

D A free assessment is one live class with a matched teacher - no card, nothing to cancel. Afterwards you get
m an honest note on what they noticed.

Book a free assessment - scholur.com/contact
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